
 
“GIVING THANKS” 

Glenwood School for Boys and Girls Celebrates its  
Mission and Accomplishments on Behalf of Chicago Area Children 

at its 59th Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon 
 

 
 
 
 

 

John Irwin is presented the  

4th Annual Legacy of Service Award 

for his 17 years of dedication to the 

children at Glenwood School for Boys 

and Girls. 

 

 

 

Glenwood, IL, November 20, 2007 – Glenwood School for Boys and Girls, a 

community supported charity that provides life-changing opportunities to disadvantaged children 

and families in the Chicago region, has much to be thankful for this holiday season.   On 

Thursday November 15th, more than 700 donors, volunteers, board members, staff and students 

gathered at the Sheraton Chicago Hotel and Towers to celebrate Glenwood’s 59th Annual 

Thanksgiving Luncheon.   

 This annual event, gives Glenwood’s students the chance to meet and dine with the 

donors who make the program possible, while showcasing different aspects of Glenwood’s 

program. Guests enjoyed student performances by the jazz band, South Campus choir and a 

collaborative performance by members of the Rathje Campus and drumline.  

Highlighting the day’s theme of “Give Thanks”, Matthew S. Darnall Chairman of 

Glenwood’s Board of Trustees, talked about the things Glenwood has to be thankful for 

including the successes of the children at Glenwood, the organization’s dedicated board 

members, staff and entire support community. “Glenwood has had another wonderful year of 

service to children in need.  We have so much for which we give thanks,” said Matthew S. 

Darnall.  

To emphasize this point, Jataun Evans, a Glenwood parent, talked about how Glenwood 

has given her much to be thankful for. “I give thanks because I no longer have to worry about my 



children being fed or getting help with their homework. I give thanks because I know they are in 

a warm, positive place where they are getting the attention and structure they need.” Evans said. 

“Bringing my children to Glenwood has truly been a life-changing opportunity for my family 

and me.” 

The fourth annual Legacy of Service Award was presented to John F. Irwin, Glenwood’s 

retiring President & Chief Executive Officer for his 17 years of service to children at Glenwood. 

The Legacy of Service award recognizes people who have made an outstanding commitment to 

Glenwood by giving selflessly of their time, talent and resources. Glenwood Honorary Life 

Trustee, George S. Spindler, wrote “the most impressive thing about John is the size of his heart.  

He really cares about the kids entrusted to him.  You can’t fool kids at all when it comes to 

knowing the sincerity of adults.  They recognize John: the big guy with a big heart.”  

Glenwood students agree and after speaking to how he personally made a difference in 

their lives, four students and one alum presented Irwin with a framed mosaic of Glenwood’s 

South Campus, comprised of more than 1,200 pictures of individuals who’s lives have been 

touched during Irwin’s service to Glenwood.  

 During the program, Glenwood publicly launched a new scholarship campaign 

“Glenwood. For Children. Forever.” The campaign is chaired by Board of Trustee members 

Norman H. Wesley, Robert J. Darnall and David Vitale.  The initial phase of the campaign has 

raised commitments of more than $10 million dollars.   

The staff and students at Glenwood also expressed their appreciation to the sponsors of 

this year’s Thanksgiving Luncheon. 

 The Platinum Sponsors were: Mr. Paul J. Ehlenbach and Ms. Susan Patterson/The Boeing 

Company and Mrs. Blanche Hill/Suburban Bank and Trust Company. 

The Gold Sponsors were: Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Darnall, Mr. and Mrs. James F. Doyle, 

Mr. Robert Sarazen /Goldman Sachs, Ms. Mary Ellen Thielmann/Park National Bank, Mr. and 

Mrs. Craig Stern/Rogers Enterprises, Inc., and Mr. Steven Powell/UFCW Local 881.  

The Silver Sponsors were: Mr. M. Lawrence Garman and Mr. Andrew Fischer/Daubert 

Chemical Company, Mr. Norman Wesley/Fortune Brands, Inc., Mrs. Jeanna Bridges/Harris 

Bank, Ms. Pamela S. Hewitt & Mr. Warren Lawson, Mr. Glenn Horton/The Horton Group, Mr. 

& Mrs. Lowell D. Naber/Kinney Electrical, Mr. & Mrs. George S. Spindler, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 

E. Waterman and Mr. Mark T. Wight/Wight & Company. 

The Bronze Sponsors were: Ms. Julie Badel/Epstein Becker & Green, P.C., Mr. and Mrs. 

Robert M. Buchta, Mr. Alan Collins, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew S. Darnall, Mr. and Mrs. Randal 

Dawson, Ms. Phyllis Batson/Exelon Corporation, First Nonprofit Insurance Company, Mr. and 



Mrs. Gerald F. Fitzgerald, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Flinn, Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Heidrick, Mr. 

John Saphir/Heritage Bank, Mr. David Brost/Hewitt Associates, Mr. and Mrs. Manny Hoffman, 

Mr. and Mrs. Neal Kitchell/The Kitchell Group at Smith Barney, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lawlor, 

Mr. Michael Lyon & Ms. Susan Gerard, Mr. Brian Tyrrell/Mesirow Financial Benefits, Mr. & 

Mrs. Kenneth J. Overholt, Mr. George Colis/Oxford Bank & Trust, Mrs. Neva M. Pazucha, Mr. 

& Mrs. Perry R. Pero, Mr. James Snyder/Snyder Family Foundation, US Bank and Mr. David 

Siehoff/Wolf & Company LLP. 

 


